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to be foisted on a province with which they had little
or no previous official connection.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal rules over a
kingdom containing so many thousands of square miles,
and so many millions of people, that no person of
reasonable intellectual capacity ever tries to recollect
the actual figures. His dominions are not quite so
extensive as the British realms, on which it is said
that the sun never sets; but the sun gets up a long
time earlier in the eastern portion of the Bengal
province than it does in the western portion of it, so
huge is the extent of the territory. As to the millions
of people, it is more easy to talk or write of them
than to form a correct conception of them. You may
understand that there are probably a million of mites
round a well-kept cheese. But there are nearly fifty
districts, or cheeses, each with its million of mites,
under the care and custody of the Lieutenant-Governor
of Bengal, and even this estimate inadequately repre-
sents the full number of his subjects. And yet, if it
can be believed, there is not one of these many
million mites who is not able and authorised to
represent to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal any
personal grievance or injustice from which this indi-
vidual mite believes himself to be suffering. And, as
a fact, not a day passes on which considerable numbers
of these mites do not address the Lieutenant-Governor
directly by letter, representing their personal wants and
grievances. In a large number of their cases an